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Private Business Growth Awards Celebrate Local Business with Great Success
· Unprecedented number of entries for annual Growth Awards platform this year
· Brastorne enterprises named winner in Medium Business Category
· Mr. Veg named winner in Large Business Category

Gaborone – The 4th edition of the Grant Thornton Private Business Growth Awards were hosted to great success on Wednesday the 31st of October 2018 in Gaborone. The Awards, which seek to recognise privately-held businesses that approach growth from a strategic and holistic perspective, were hosted as part of the Global Expo and in association with Business Botswana and Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC).

Said keynote speaker, Botswana’s Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry, Honourable Bogolo Joy Kenewendo, “As important as it is to drive the ease of doing business in Botswana, it is equally important to recognise private sector organisations that have made a positive impact on the country’s economy well beyond the bottom line.  It is with this mandate that BITC associated themselves with Grant Thornton, who conceptualized the Private Business Growth Awards in 2015, as a means of showcasing private sector success stories in Botswana.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Top 3 finalists (in no particular order, and the winners in the various categories were as follows:

	Medium Enterprise 
· Impression House
· Brastorne Enterprises WINNER
· AT & T Monnakgotla group of companies 
	Large Enterprise 
· Parts Sales Botswana
· Mr Veg WINNER
· Motovac


	Investor of the Year - Manufacturing 
· FloTek
· Chloride Exide
· Bokomo Botswana WINNER
· 
	 Investor of the Year - Services 
· Mont Catering and Refrigeration WINNER
· GetBucks 
· Leseding Interiors

	Investor of the Year Award - Expansions 
· Bokomo Botswana
· Chloride Exide WINNER
· Flotek
	Exporter of the Year 
· Chloride Exide
· FloTek
· Nortex WINNER




Said Kalyanaraman Vijay, Managing Partner of Grant Thornton: “As Grant Thornton Botswana, we are exceptionally pleased for both our big winners, as well as the incredible finalists on the night. It is indeed a privilege to be included in such great company of excellence. What we believe our finalists and in fact all who submitted this year and in previous years, must recognise is the calibre of private businesses and holistic as well as strategic growth that local businesses are capable of, and which we need to aspire to further. This was the premise for the introduction of these awards 4 years ago and remains the impetus which drives this growing platform today.”

All submissions were assessed by a panel of internal and external judges per the following criteria: Innovation, Market Development, People and culture, and Strategic leadership, as well as Financial measures and operational information. The rigorous assessment process was carefully audited by Grant Thornton. 

Concluded Kalyanaraman Vijay, “We thank our partners, Business Botswana and BITC, for their continued support, and we congratulate all the beacons of excellence heralded on the night! Let us continue to Create Impact, and to drive truly sustainable business growth in and beyond our country’s borders.”

About Grant Thornton in Botswana: Grant Thornton Botswana is a member firm of Grant Thornton International Limited. Previously known as ‘Acumen Associates’, Grant Thornton has been operating in Botswana since 1976. Grant Thornton has advanced from a traditional audit, accounting and tax practice and now offers a broad range of services to privately held businesses, public limited companies and the public sector. With offices in Gaborone and Francistown, and innovative service offerings such as outsourcing, transfer secretarial and audits in the field of IT and control assessment, Grant Thornton offers a full range of services to help clients of all sizes address the challenges and opportunities for growth. 
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